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The Ridley School District provides a program of homebound instruction to children of school age who cannot attend school for extended periods of time due to temporary physical or emotional disabilities.  This program is open to all students who reside in the Ridley School District.  The Director of Support Services administers the program.

HOMEBOUND INSTRUCTION REGULATIONS 6179.1

The Board shall provide, pursuant regulations of the State Board of Education, homebound instruction to those students who are confined to home or hospital for a physical disability, illness, injury, or when such confinement is recommended for psychological or psychiatric reasons as a temporary educational placement.  The period of homebound instruction shall not exceed three (3) months as stated in Chapter 11.25 of the State Board of Education Regulations. 

In order for a student to receive homebound instruction, the parent must initiate the request on a form provided by the school district.  This request must be accompanied by a recommendation from a medical doctor, licensed psychiatrist, psychologist or other licensed health practitioner) Applications for homebound instruction shall certify the nature of the illness or disability, state the probable duration of the confinement, include a release of information form and show evidence of a treatment plan. The doctor must also indicate that the student would benefit from homebound instruction.  The anticipated length of absence must be a minimum of three weeks. All information is maintained in accordance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act.

After the request has been made, the Director of Support Services will conduct an investigation and make the appropriate recommendations. The district reserves the right to request an evaluation by their Director of Medical Services psychologist or psychiatrist as appropriate.

No homebound instruction shall be instituted without prior approval of the Director of Support Services.

At the elementary level, no more than five (5) hours per week of instruction will be authorized and at the middle school or high school level a maximum of six (6) hours of instruction per week. 

If at the end of three months of homebound instruction, there is a need to consider an extension of homebound services, the licensed medical professional that originally recommended the homebound instruction must complete an updated medical form.  It is the parent’s responsibility to see that the updated medical form is completed before homebound instruction is continued.  Each case will be reviewed by the school district for approval of continuation once the form has been submitted. The Director of Support Services must request an extension of homebound services from the Pennsylvania Department of Education beyond the initial three-month period.   All documents associated with homebound instruction are to be filed in the student’s official school record.

A homebound instruction teacher is governed by the same certification regulations and clearances as all other teachers. When regularly employed professional staff cannot be assigned to homebound instruction, persons on the substitute roster, holding appropriate certification, may be utilized.  The program of individual instruction that is given to each student shall be in accordance with the standards established by the Secretary of Education and Ridley School Board.  

The Director of Support Services reserves the right to withhold individual instruction when the instructor’s presence in the place of the student’s confinement presents a hazard to the health of the teacher.  Services may also be withheld if a parent or other designated responsible adult is not in the home at the time of instruction, or the condition of the student is such to preclude his/her benefit from such instruction.

While homebound tutoring is occurring in the home, a person over the age of 21 must be present.  Otherwise, a mutually agreed upon public location will be acceptable.
When a pupil in a non-public school is approved for homebound instruction, the pupil shall be withdrawn from the active roll of the non-public school and entered on the active roll of the public school.
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